
What began as an idea to strengthen connections between athletic trainers at different career stages is
becoming a lasting part of the Rocky Mountain Athletic Trainers’ Association.
Led by RMATA’s Emerging and Early Professionals (EEP) Committee, the Legacy Link Mentorship Program
connects second-year athletic training students, early professionals within their first six years of
certification, and seasoned professionals with seven or more years of experience. The program is built
around three principles: guidance, growth, and connection.
Legacy Link moves beyond traditional one-to-one mentorship by creating a triangle of relationships across
generations. Emerging professionals gain perspective as they prepare to enter the profession, early
professionals receive support while navigating their careers, and seasoned professionals share their
experience while learning from newer generations of ATs. This reciprocal approach recognizes that
valuable learning occurs at every career stage.
Legacy Link launched during the 2025–26 academic year as a pilot involving the UNC, NAU, and CMU.
Starting with three programs allowed the EEP Committee to recruit mentors, establish partnerships,
gather feedback, and refine the program. The pilot combined individual mentorship with professional-
development opportunities, including career programming, conversations with ATs from different practice
settings, and reflection on professional goals.
Following the successful pilot, RMATA has established Legacy Link as a long-term EEP initiative and an
investment in relationships that can extend well beyond a single year.
Our first quarterly meeting is Sunday, October 18, at 5:00 p.m. MDT/4:00 p.m. MST (Arizona). We will
officially kick off the program and hear from NATA President-elect David Gallegos, who will speak about
mentorship and its importance to our profession. As Legacy Link enters its next chapter, RMATA looks
forward to bringing emerging, early, and seasoned professionals together to share experiences, build
connections, and strengthen athletic training throughout District 7.
Be part of the Legacy. Athletic trainers interested in participating or learning more can contact the RMATA
Emerging and Early Professionals Committee at EEP@RMATA.org
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Legacy Link: Building Connections Across Generations of
Athletic Trainers

https://www.rmata.org/
mailto:EEP@RMATA.org
https://www.facebook.com/rmatad7/
https://www.instagram.com/rmatad7_1990/
https://x.com/RMATAD7
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rmata-district-7-354408b9/
https://www.youtube.com/@rmata986
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/doctors-and-departments/departments/orthopedics/programs/sports-medicine-center/


Athletic trainers see student-athletes from a
perspective few others do. We are there for the
victories, but also for the injuries, rehabilitation
sessions, setbacks, difficult conversations, and quiet
moments of perseverance that may never appear
on a scoreboard.
That perspective makes ATs uniquely positioned to
recognize young people whose impact extends well
beyond athletic performance. The Rocky Mountain
Athletic Trainers’ Association (RMATA) is pleased to
highlight Positive Athlete, a free recognition
program celebrating high-character high school
student-athletes who demonstrate resilience,
leadership, service, and a positive influence on
those around them.
Positive Athlete recognizes young people who have
overcome adversity, meaningfully contributed to
their schools and communities, or simply
demonstrate an infectious attitude that makes
others better.
Athletic trainers regularly work alongside student-
athletes during some of the most challenging
moments of their athletic careers. We see the
injured athlete who remains committed to
teammates, the senior who mentors younger
athletes, and the student who perseveres through
difficult circumstances.
Positive Athlete makes recognition easy. Any adult
can submit a nomination, the process is free, and it
takes approximately five minutes. Student-athletes
in grades 9–12 are eligible, including participants in
school-sanctioned, club, individual, adaptive, and
unified sports. Nominees receive access to lifelong
leadership and career resources and may be
eligible for scholarships of up to $5,000. Positive
Athlete also reports that 97% of nominees feel
more confident and inspired after being recognized.
Positive Athlete has received a NATA Presidential
Letter of Support, and the organizations continue a
national strategic alliance that includes recognizing
student-athletes who demonstrate resilience
following injury and supporting student-athlete
health and well-being.
The connection to athletic training is particularly
meaningful: Positive Athlete reports that health and
medical careers are the No. 1 career field of interest
among its nominees, by nearly a two-to-one margin. WWW.RMATA.ORG

Positive Athlete: 
Celebrating Character Beyond the Scoreboard

Through the Positive Athlete App, nominees can
also access resources introducing them to careers
in athletic training. For an AT, a nomination can
therefore do more than recognize character, it can
reinforce resilience, encourage positive leadership,
and potentially introduce a student to our
profession.
Positive Athlete also recognizes the adults who
create positive environments for young people, with
special categories for athletic trainers, coaches, and
athletic directors. RMATA athletic trainers have
already been among those honored. Matt Oakes of
Telluride High School in Colorado and Peter Dillon
Alam of Capital High School in New Mexico have
both received Positive Athlete recognition.
Their recognition reflects qualities ATs demonstrate
throughout our district every day: service, empathy,
resilience, advocacy, and a commitment to helping
young people thrive.
Think about the student-athletes who walk through
your athletic training facility each day. Perhaps one
persevered through a difficult rehabilitation,
continued supporting teammates after an injury,
overcame significant adversity, or simply makes the
people around them better. The RMATA encourages
athletic trainers throughout Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming to help identify and
celebrate the remarkable student-athletes and
colleagues within our communities.

https://www.positiveathlete.org/nominate
https://www.rmata.org/
https://www.telluridenews.com/sports/article_00cb5216-f3de-4731-a147-c31701bb904c.html
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Make an Impact: NATA
Volunteer Opportunities

RMATA members are encouraged to consider the
following current volunteer opportunities:

COPA – Community Outreach Panel Member
COPA – Entrepreneurship Panel Member
COPA – Analytics and Outcomes Panel Chair
COPA – Physician Practice Panel Member
ICSM – NAIA Panel Member
ICSM – Two-Year Institution Panel, NJCAA
Member
State Association Advisory Committee –
Division III Representative (Arizona and
Colorado members only)
Student Leadership Committee – District 7
Representative

RMATA members are encouraged to connect with
NATA District 7 Director Valerie Herzog with any
questions, comments, concerns, or ideas related
to the NATA and the athletic training profession.
Valerie is committed to representing the interests
of District 7 members and welcomes your input.
Reach out anytime at D7director@rmata.org

Looking for an opportunity to contribute to the
athletic training profession beyond the state and
district levels? The National Athletic Trainers’
Association (NATA) offers numerous volunteer
leadership opportunities that allow members to
share their expertise, collaborate with colleagues
nationwide, and help shape the future of our
profession. 
Serving in a national leadership capacity is an
excellent way to expand your professional
network, develop leadership skills, and ensure
that the perspectives of athletic trainers
throughout District 7 are represented at the
national level.
Don't miss your opportunity to get involved! We
encourage RMATA members to explore these
positions (via NATA GATHER), consider applying,
or nominate a deserving colleague before the
October 19 deadline. Your voice and expertise
can make a difference!
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https://pbats.com/
mailto:D7director@rmata.org
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Make an Impact: Volunteer
with the NATA Foundation
The NATA Research & Education Foundation Has an Open Call for
Volunteers
Looking for an opportunity to give back to the
profession and connect with colleagues beyond
District 7? The NATA Research & Education
Foundation is seeking volunteers for its 2027
committees, and RMATA members are
encouraged to consider getting involved.
Volunteers play an essential role in advancing the
Foundation’s research, education, and
professional development programs. The
Foundation is seeking individuals from a variety of
backgrounds, experiences, and career stages who
can bring new perspectives and expertise to its
work.  The 2027 Committee Open Call runs
through November 15, with opportunities ranging
from committee member to chair positions. 

Questions about volunteer opportunities can be
directed to fndnstaff@nata.org.
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AZ   Michelle Gonzalez
        Tamara Valovich McLeod
CO  Tonya Freeze
NM  VACANT - APPLY TODAY
UT   Patty Fahringer
WY   Jenna Walker

District 7 State Ambassadors

https://www.rmata.org/clinical-symposium
https://www.natafoundation.org/who-we-are/fdtn-committees/
mailto:fndnstaff@nata.org
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This quarter, RMATA is proud to spotlight Jose Sandoval De Leon, who has served for
the past two years as Colorado’s Early Professional Representative on the RMATA
Emerging and Early Professionals (EEP) Committee. During that same period, Jose
expanded his professional service by joining the Colorado Athletic Trainers’
Association Board of Directors as an advisory member.
Jose joined the U.S. Air Force Academy athletic training staff in 2024, where he
primarily works with football. His previous experiences include working with football
at UNLV and completing NFL internships with the Denver Broncos and Jacksonville
Jaguars. A graduate of the University of Oregon, Jose earned his Master of Athletic
Training from the University of Utah in 2022.
For Jose, volunteering is an opportunity to return the support he received early in his
own career:
“I enjoy volunteering to help pave a way for those up and coming. Someone had to
take a chance and mentor me to get where I am now, and I want to continue that. I
take pride in giving back. Plus, you never know the connections or doors that open
from volunteering. My perspective on what I get to do every day is unique, and I
enjoy sharing that.”
Jose sums up his approach to professional service with a favorite quote from
Muhammad Ali: “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth”.

Thank you, Jose, for investing your time and experience in the future of
athletic training and District 7!

Volunteer Spotlight: 

Thank You Platinum Sponsors

https://store.multiradiance.com/
https://www.healthyroster.com/
https://www.richmarweb.com/
https://professionaltherapypartners.com/?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPOTM2NjE5NzQzMzkyNDU5AAGnBTOoPv7rMV5SwfNY73MwdBHQrRMz-UMurw5tjO6tDwcUeuiwzHdQj02Is2w_aem_h-JsPeFFd6IbDf3ecdIfxQ
https://www.thuasneusa.com/
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Share Your News with
RMATA!

Great things are happening throughout District 7,
and we want to help tell your story! RMATA
members are encouraged to share professional
accomplishments, awards, innovative programs,
community outreach, research, career
milestones, or anything else newsworthy.

Your story could be featured in the RMATA
quarterly newsletter, highlighted through RMATA
social media, or considered for submission to
NATA News. 

Whether it is your own accomplishment or the
great work of a colleague, help us showcase the
people and programs advancing athletic training
across Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and
Wyoming.

Have something to share? Send your news,
photos, and accomplishments to your respective
State Public Relations Chair or directly to RMATA
Public Relations Committee Chairwoman Ashley
Sillick at pr@rmata.org

If it’s worth celebrating, we want to hear about
itand help share it!

The RMATA Educator’s
Roundtable

The RMATA Educators Roundtable is a
longstanding initiative designed to bring
athletic training educators together to
connect, collaborate, and discuss issues
affecting education across District 7. 

Traditionally, the group has gathered in
conjunction with the RMATA Annual Clinical
Symposium, providing an informal forum for
educators to share ideas, challenges, and
successful practices.

In recent years, Glenn Edgerton, EdD, LAT,
ATC, has helped expand the Roundtable by
coordinating regular virtual meetings
throughout the year. The agenda is
intentionally driven by the participants,
allowing conversations to focus on the topics
and challenges most relevant to the group.

All RMATA members are welcome to
participate, whether you are a full-time
educator, preceptor, clinical educator, or
simply interested in athletic training
education.

The next Educators Roundtable will be held
October 23, 2026, from 12:00–1:00 p.m.
Arizona time. If you would like to join the
conversation, please use this Teams link.

Bring a question, share an idea, or simply join
us to connect with fellow educators from
across District 7.

Telluride HS AT and Positive Athlete Award Winner, Matt Oakes on the job

mailto:pr@rmata.org
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/291813434948710?p=IuQKzTvcXObYr16B5P


The Rocky Mountain Athletic Trainers’ Association is proud to announce that the RMATA Distinguished Athletic
Trainer Award has been renamed the Tim “Doc” Acklin Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award, honoring the
remarkable career, service, and legacy of longtime RMATA contributor and Hall of Fame member Tim “Doc”
Acklin.

For nearly five decades, Doc was a pillar of the athletic training community in New Mexico and throughout the
Rocky Mountain region. His career was defined not only by the countless student-athletes he cared for, but also
by the generations of athletic trainers and healthcare professionals he educated, mentored, and inspired. To his
students, colleagues, coaches, and administrators, he was simply “Doc”, a trusted healthcare professional,
compassionate healer, mentor, and, for many, a father figure.

After completing a degree from the University of New Mexico, under the direction of L.F. “Tow” Diehm in 1982,
Doc joined Mayfield High School in 1985, where he served as Head Athletic Trainer and a science instructor
through the 2011–2012 school year. He also played an important role in the development of the New Mexico
State University Athletic Training Education Program, serving as one of its earliest clinical instructors.

Doc’s commitment to professional service was equally extraordinary. He served on the NMATA Board of
Directors for all but two years of the association’s existence, holding numerous leadership positions, including
Southern Representative, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice President, and President. His contributions to athletic
training were recognized with induction into both the NMATA Hall of Fame and RMATA Hall of Fame in 2013.
It is fitting that an award recognizing sustained and impactful professional service now bears his name.

The Tim “Doc” Acklin Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award recognizes an RMATA member with a long history of
meaningful service whose efforts at the state, district, regional, or national level have advanced the RMATA, its
members, and the athletic training profession. Nominees must have been RMATA members for at least 15 years
and demonstrate a significant record of service, leadership, advocacy, scholarship, volunteerism, or other unique
contributions.

Through this award, Doc’s legacy will continue to be reflected in the athletic trainers who, like him, choose to give
their time, expertise, and leadership in service to others and to the profession.

Nominations for the Tim “Doc” Acklin Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award are due January 15 each year.

                                                              

 

RMATA Distinguished Athletic Trainer
Award Renamed in Honor of 
Tim “Doc” Acklin
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https://www.rmata.org/nominations-info-and-criteria
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Each year, the RMATA has the opportunity to invest directly in the
future of our profession by recognizing deserving students

through our RMATA scholarship program.
These scholarships do more than provide financial support. Each

honors an athletic trainer whose career helped shape athletic
training education, professional service, and the growth of our

profession throughout District 7. The Dan Libera, Earlene
Durrant Doctorate, L.F. “Tow” Diehm, William Lyons, and
Susan K. Hillman Scholarships carry forward the legacies of

individuals who made lasting contributions to athletic training in
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, and beyond.
As an RMATA member, you likely know a student or colleague

deserving of this recognition. Faculty, preceptors, supervisors, and
fellow ATs are encouraged to identify qualified individuals and
personally encourage them to apply. Sometimes that simple

encouragement from a mentor or colleague is what prompts an
outstanding candidate to put their name forward.

Applications are due December 31, so now is a great time to
reach out to a deserving student or colleague.

Help RMATA recognize excellence, support the next generation of
athletic trainers, and continue the legacies of those who helped
build our profession.  Please click on the links to the left to

learn more about our pioneering ATs!8

Dan Libera 

Earlene Durant 

L.F. “Tow” Diehm

William Lyons

Susan K. Hillman

RMATA Scholarships

REGISTER HERE

https://ce.childrenscolorado.org/content/11th-annual-advanced-care-young-athlete-symposium#group-tabs-node-course-default1
https://www.rmata.org/lf-tow-diehm
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/earlene-durrant/love-a-manifestation-from-god/?M=V
https://vimeo.com/8912972?fl=pl&fe=ti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9s7oowlQt_Q
https://www.rmata.org/bill-lyons
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/doctors-and-departments/departments/orthopedics/programs/sports-medicine-center/
https://www.rmata.org/scholarships-grants
https://vimeo.com/8912972?fl=pl&fe=ti
https://vimeo.com/8912972?fl=pl&fe=ti
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/earlene-durrant/love-a-manifestation-from-god/?M=V
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/earlene-durrant/love-a-manifestation-from-god/?M=V
https://www.rmata.org/lf-tow-diehm
https://www.rmata.org/bill-lyons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9s7oowlQt_Q
https://ce.childrenscolorado.org/content/11th-annual-advanced-care-young-athlete-symposium#group-tabs-node-course-default1


The RMATA Synergy Award 

Celebrating Collaboration in Secondary School Athletic Training

Great athletic health care rarely happens in
isolation. It is built through relationships, athletic
trainers working alongside physicians, nurses,
administrators, physical therapists, strength and
conditioning professionals, and others to create
an environment where student-athletes receive
exceptional care.

The RMATA Synergy Award recognizes a
secondary school athletic trainer who exemplifies
that collaborative spirit. Synergy is the increased
effectiveness that results when people work
together, and this award celebrates an AT who
has developed meaningful professional
partnerships to improve athlete care and advance
athletic training within their community.

Examples of this collaboration may include facility
enhancements, improved emergency protocols,
promotion of the athletic training profession,
development of internship programs, or other
initiatives demonstrating what can be
accomplished when professionals combine their
expertise and resources.

9
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Consider the secondary school athletic trainers in
your community who consistently bring people
together. The ideal nominee is someone whose
influence extends beyond the athletic training
facility and who has built lasting relationships that
improve the health and safety of their students.

Eligible nominees must be RMATA and state
association members, have a current NPI
number, be in good standing with the BOC and
applicable state regulatory board, and have
worked at least five academic years within the
institution or school district where their
collaborative efforts are demonstrated.
Individuals may not self-nominate.

Collaboration with the nominee is encouraged to
ensure the application fully captures their
accomplishments. The Synergy has been awarded
twice since its inception. Lisa Walker was the
innagural Synergy Award winner in 2017 and
Aaron Stem in 2018.

Pleas contact RMATA Secondary Schools
Committee Chair Jenny Van Meter with any
Questions at: secondaryschools@rmata.org

Active Release Techniques is the leading provider of non-invasive treatment for soft-
tissue and nerve disorders. Our seminars teach providers how to evaluate and treat
soft-tissue dysfunction with precision - improving recovery timelines, reducing pain,
and restoring function and movement. Whether it’s helping an athlete return to peak

performance or enabling an employee to work pain-free, ART is helping make
measurable differences in real lives every day.

https://www.rmata.org/synergy-award
https://www.rmata.org/synergy-award
mailto:secondaryschools@rmata.org
https://activerelease.com/
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As budgets tighten and costs continue to rise, ATS delivers a smarter solution—an affordable,
comprehensive, and fully customizable EMR built specifically for Athletic Training departments. Get

the tools you need without compromising your budget.

https://athletictrainersystem.com/
https://athletictrainersystem.com/
https://www.teamedgeathletics.com/
https://www.alertservices.com/
https://www.functionalmovement.com/store?category=online_courses


AZATA Welcomes Three New Board Members
The Arizona Athletic Trainers’ Association (AZATA) recently welcomed three newly elected members to
its Board of Directors. John Valencia will serve as Vice President, Megan Mulready as Secretary, and
Johannah Elliot as Member at Large. These individuals bring their perspectives, experience, and
commitment to advancing the athletic training profession throughout Arizona. Congratulations to each
of these new leaders, and thank you for your willingness to serve!

AZATA Prepares to Celebrate 50 Years!
A major milestone is on the horizon as AZATA prepares to celebrate its 50th anniversary and Annual
Symposium, scheduled for January 29–31, 2027. This landmark event will provide an opportunity to
reflect on five decades of professional growth, advocacy, education, and service to Arizona's athletic
training community. Plans are underway to make this anniversary symposium a memorable celebration
of the individuals and accomplishments that have shaped AZATA's history. Stay tuned for additional
details as this exciting event approaches!

AZATA Promotes Heat Illness Prevention Through Public Service Announcements
Recognizing the unique challenges of athletic participation in Arizona's extreme heat, AZATA recently
developed and released a series of public service announcements highlighting the essential role athletic
trainers play in preventing, recognizing, and managing exertional heat illness. These educational
messages emphasize the importance of having qualified athletic trainers involved in athlete health and
safety while raising public awareness of the profession's expertise. This initiative represents an excellent
example of proactive advocacy and public education that reinforces the value of athletic trainers
throughout Arizona.

From welcoming new leadership to celebrating 50 years of professional service and championing
athlete safety, exciting things are happening across Arizona! Congratulations to AZATA and its members
for their continued commitment to advancing the profession and protecting the health and well-being
of physically active individuals throughout the Grand Canyon State!

News From Arizona
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CATA Secondary School Podcast Offers Free CEUs
Looking for an easy way to continue learning while earning CEUs? The CATA Secondary School
Committee's podcast offers free continuing education through select episodes. The podcast features
conversations and topics relevant to athletic trainers working in the secondary school setting and
beyond. Check out the available episodes on Spotify and take advantage of this member resource.

Dillon Hyland Appointed CATA Treasurer
Dillon Hyland, Associate Professor at the University of Northern Colorado, has been appointed to serve
as Treasurer of the Colorado Athletic Trainers’ Association. Hyland succeeds Julia Villani in the role. CATA
extends its appreciation to Julia for her service and contributions to the association and welcomes Dillon
to his new leadership position.

Save the Date: 2027 CATA Annual Clinical Symposium
Mark your calendars! The 2027 CATA Annual Clinical Symposium is scheduled for April 17–18, 2027, at
Colorado Mesa University in Grand Junction. Additional information regarding programming,
registration, and other symposium activities will be shared as the event approaches.

Jenn Roberts-Uhlig Receives CATA President’s Award
CHSAA Associate Commissioner Jenn Roberts-Uhlig was recently honored with the 2026 CATA
President’s Award in recognition of her unwavering support, advocacy, and appreciation for the athletic
training profession. Jenn has been an important partner in advancing student-athlete health and safety
and strengthening collaboration between CHSAA and Colorado athletic trainers. Congratulations to Jenn
on this well-deserved recognition!

CATA Socials Coming Across Colorado
CATA is creating more opportunities for members to connect beyond meetings and educational events.
Be on the lookout for upcoming CATA socials across the state, providing athletic trainers an opportunity
to reconnect with colleagues, meet other professionals in their region, and strengthen the Colorado
athletic training community.

From new leadership and professional recognition to continuing education, upcoming events, and
opportunities to connect, there is plenty happening across Colorado. Congratulations to our members
and partners, and thank you to everyone working to advance athletic training throughout the
Centennial State!

News From Colorado
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CATA Treasurer, Dillon Hyland.                     Jeb Davis, Jenn Roberts Uhlig, Chad Smidt and Jim Keller



NMATA Vice President Supports Team USA Diving
NMATA Vice President Dr. Kevin Schroeder, faculty member and Coordinator of Clinical Education for
the Athletic Training Program, recently supported Team USA Diving at the 2026 AQUA Junior World
Diving Championships in Rijeka, Croatia. AQUA-sanctioned international competitions are an important
part of the athlete development pathway, providing emerging elite divers with valuable international
experience as they pursue opportunities to qualify for future World Championships and Olympic teams.
Dr. Schroeder’s involvement is a great example of New Mexico athletic trainers contributing their
expertise on the international stage.

Yvette Pomponi Receives NMATA’s Highest Recognition
Late this summer, Yvette Pomponi was honored with the NMATA Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer
Award. The award recognizes outstanding professional achievement and service to athletic training.
Congratulations to Yvette on this well-deserved recognition and her contributions to the profession in
New Mexico.

NATA Highlights Joe Mora During National Hispanic Heritage Month
New Mexico athletic trainer Joe Mora was recently featured by the National Athletic Trainers’ Association
as part of its celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month. In the NATA feature, Opening Doors for
the Next Generation, Mora’s story highlights professional leadership, representation, and the
importance of creating opportunities for future generations of athletic trainers. His recognition provides
another example of the significant contributions New Mexico athletic trainers are making to the
profession nationally.

From international competition to legislative advocacy, continuing education, and professional
recognition, there is plenty to celebrate across New Mexico. Congratulations to these NMATA members,
and thank you to everyone working to advance athletic training throughout the Land of Enchantment!!

News From New Mexico
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NMATA Vice President, Kevin Schroeder, Joe Mora and Yvette Pomponi and NMATA President Joe Mora



Utah Athletic Trainers Recognized as HOSA Heroes
HOSA recently recognized Utah athletic trainers Ryan Eyring and Krista Taylor as HOSA Heroes,
honoring individuals whose actions exemplify courage, compassion, and a commitment to serving
others. This recognition highlights the meaningful impact athletic trainers have on the health, safety,
and well-being of those they serve. Congratulations to Ryan and Krista on this well-deserved
recognition!

Wasatch High School Athletic Trainers Demonstrate Emergency Preparedness
During a recent high school football game, Wasatch High School Head Athletic Trainer Nate Matis
successfully evaluated and managed a student-athlete who sustained lumbar vertebral fractures. Matis,
assisted by BYU athletic training student Mia Harper, promptly activated the school's Emergency Action
Plan (EAP), ensuring the student-athlete received appropriate emergency care. Their coordinated
response underscores the importance of emergency preparedness, clinical decision-making, and the
critical role athletic trainers play in protecting student-athletes.

Save the Date: 2026 UATA Annual Clinical Symposium
Mark your calendars! The 2026 Utah Athletic Trainers' Association Annual Clinical Symposium is
scheduled for December 5, 2026, at Brigham Young University. This annual event provides an excellent
opportunity for athletic trainers to engage in professional development, connect with colleagues, and
strengthen the athletic training community across Utah. Additional details regarding programming and
registration will be shared as the event approaches.

From professional recognition and exemplary emergency care to upcoming educational opportunities,
Utah athletic trainers continue to demonstrate their dedication to the profession and the communities
they serve. Congratulations to those recognized, and thank you to all UATA members for their ongoing
contributions to athletic training throughout the Beehive State!

News From Utah
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Paige Phalen Elected WYOATA Vice President
Congratulations to Paige Phalen on her election as Vice President of the Wyoming Athletic Trainers'
Association (WYOATA)! Paige will officially assume her leadership responsibilities on January 1, 2027.
WYOATA looks forward to her contributions as the association continues its efforts to support
members, advance the profession, and promote athletic training throughout Wyoming.

WYOATA Launches Website Redesign and Seeks Member Photos
WYOATA is beginning the process of a complete website redesign to improve communication, highlight
member accomplishments, and better showcase the athletic training profession across Wyoming. As
part of this effort, the association is seeking action photos of Wyoming athletic trainers working in their
respective settings. Members are encouraged to share photos that capture the diverse roles and
meaningful contributions of athletic trainers throughout the state. Help WYOATA put the profession on
display!

WYOATA Completes NATA Legislative Boot Camp
Late this summer, WYOATA completed the National Athletic Trainers' Association's Legislative Boot
Camp, an important step toward strengthening the association's advocacy efforts. This educational
initiative provides state leaders with resources and strategies to navigate the legislative process, build
relationships with policymakers, and advocate effectively for the athletic training profession. WYOATA's
participation reflects its commitment to advancing professional recognition and supporting the interests
of athletic trainers throughout Wyoming.

From welcoming new leadership and strengthening legislative advocacy to improving member
engagement and visibility, WYOATA continues to build momentum. Congratulations to Paige, and thank
you to Wyoming's athletic trainers and association volunteers for their dedication to advancing the
profession throughout the Cowboy State!

News From Wyoming
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Zach Olivarez, Garret Havig, Clay Wilson, Paige Phalen, Sami Cole, Deanna Kurkendall and Adam McFarland planning for
Wyoming’s future! 
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There are two great ways to make a difference beyond your daily practice! The NATA PAC supports
political advocacy efforts that help ensure athletic trainers have a voice in decisions affecting our

profession. The NATA Research & Education Foundation advances athletic training through research,
scholarships, and educational opportunities.

Both organizations play important, complementary roles in strengthening athletic training. Consider
making a contribution to BOTH and help shape the future of our profession!

https://www.natafoundation.org/support/ways-to-give/donate/
https://www.nata.org/natapac
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While I genuinely enjoy my role with the RMATA, occasionally, I find myself a touch nostalgic for the CATA days!
One of the things I value most about state leadership and happily lean into is governmental affairs. Legislative
work can sometimes feel removed from our day-to-day practice, but few things have greater potential to shape
the future of our profession. More importantly, successful advocacy rarely begins when a bill is introduced. It is
the product of years of relationship building, coalition work, education, preparation, and simply showing up.
Across District 7, our state associations have been doing exactly that.

The AZATA has steadily strengthened its advocacy efforts. Following their NATA Legislative Boot Camp in
October 2025, the AZATA adopted a more strategic approach focused on building legislative relationships. A
member of Arizona’s Smart Heart Coalition for nearly five years, AZATA also supported successful efforts to
expand AED access in secondary schools. Looking ahead, AZATA is exploring the Athletic Training Compact while
partnering with the Arizona Department of Education on cardiac emergency preparedness and data collection.

The CATA has made advocacy a routine part of association operations. CATA has participated in the Colorado
Smart Heart Coalition for three years, joined the American Heart Association and NFL for Capitol advocacy
events, and provided testimony on regulatory language affecting AT practice. CATA established CAT-PAC in
2023, completed the NATA Legislative Boot Camp in 2024 and Third Party Reimbursement Workshop in 2025. In
2026, CATA helped successfully oppose HB26-1231, which would have authorized physical therapists to perform
sports physicals. With similar legislation expected to return, CATA will prioritize that effort over pursuing the AT
Compact in 2027 while continuing its annual Capitol Hill Day.

The NMATA completed the NATA Legislative Boot Camp in summer 2025 and has supported efforts
surrounding AED availability and emergency preparedness in secondary schools. New Mexico regulations
currently require individuals coaching grades 7–12 in public schools to maintain CPR certification that includes
AED training. The NMATA has also established one of my favorite advocacy traditions in the District: its
longstanding Hit the Hill Day, where athletic trainers provide health care for a basketball game between
members of the New Mexico House and Senate. Those interactions provide something difficult to replicate
through an email or legislative alert, a personal relationship with policymakers. The NMATA is now preparing to
pursue membership in the Athletic Training Compact during the 2027 legislative session.

The UATA has recently navigated a professional review while working to modernize language and rules
associated with the athletic training practice act. The UATA has also supported efforts to improve AED access in
secondary schools and is developing a legislative luncheon to recognize and thank policymakers who have
supported athletic trainers and athlete health and safety. Those relationships will become increasingly
important as UATA prepares to pursue the Athletic Training Compact in an upcoming legislative session.
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Advocacy is a Year Round Effort!

With many state legislatures out of session, lawmakers are spending
more time in their home districts. This is a perfect opportunity to

introduce yourself, share what you do as an athletic trainer, and begin
building relationships with those who represent you. Don't wait for

legislation to be introduced, meaningful advocacy starts with a simple
conversation!

RMATA President, Jeb Davis and CO HD 59 Candidate
Naomi Reiss discussing CO student-athlete safety

https://azata.wildapricot.org/
https://www.coloradoata.org/
https://www.nmata.org/
https://www.utahathletictrainers.org/
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Advocacy is a Year Round Effort
The WYATA is similarly building for the future and have also completed the NATA Legislative Boot Camp this
past summer, and Wyoming athletic trainers have supported efforts to expand AED access in secondary
schools. The association is now preparing to sponsor legislation to bring Wyoming into the Athletic Training
Compact.

The RMATA is proud to support the legislative efforts of our five member states and the dedicated
volunteers who move this important work forward. But effective advocacy is not solely the responsibility of
association leadership; each of us has a role to play. I encourage every RMATA member to make a personal
plan for advocacy in the coming year. Start by connecting with your state Governmental Affairs Committee
(GAC) Chair, identifying your elected legislators, and finding opportunities to build relationships and share
the value of athletic training. The links below provide an easy starting point. Remember, advocacy is not an
event; it is an ongoing investment in the future of our profession.

Jeb Davis
President
Rocky Mountain Athletic Trainers’ Association

                                                           RMATA GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

                          ARIZONA                    COLORADO                 NEW MEXICO             UTAH                       WYOMING
                          Alicia Montalvo          Cayce Marlatt               Mike McMillan            Marty Heim             Clay Wilson
                          Leanna Olivar

Click on Your State Above to Find Your Legislators

https://www.wyoata.org/
mailto:secretary@azata.net
mailto:marlattcayce@gmail.com
mailto:marlattcayce@gmail.com
mailto:nmata.gac@gmail.com
mailto:nmata.gac@gmail.com
mailto:mnheim1@msn.com
mailto:mshiffle@lccc.wy.edu
mailto:secretary@azata.net
https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/
https://leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator
https://www.nmlegis.gov/members/find_my_legislator
https://le.utah.gov/GIS/findDistrict.jsp
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators
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	Legacy Link: Building Connections Across Generations of Athletic Trainers

	Positive Athlete:
	Celebrating Character Beyond the Scoreboard
	Athletic trainers see student-athletes from a perspective few others do. We are there for the victories, but also for the injuries, rehabilitation sessions, setbacks, difficult conversations, and quiet moments of perseverance that may never appear on a scoreboard.
	That perspective makes ATs uniquely positioned to recognize young people whose impact extends well beyond athletic performance. The Rocky Mountain Athletic Trainers’ Association (RMATA) is pleased to highlight Positive Athlete, a free recognition program celebrating high-character high school student-athletes who demonstrate resilience, leadership, service, and a positive influence on those around them.
	Positive Athlete recognizes young people who have overcome adversity, meaningfully contributed to their schools and communities, or simply demonstrate an infectious attitude that makes others better.
	Athletic trainers regularly work alongside student-athletes during some of the most challenging moments of their athletic careers. We see the injured athlete who remains committed to teammates, the senior who mentors younger athletes, and the student who perseveres through difficult circumstances.
	Positive Athlete makes recognition easy. Any adult can submit a nomination, the process is free, and it takes approximately five minutes. Student-athletes in grades 9–12 are eligible, including participants in school-sanctioned, club, individual, adaptive, and unified sports. Nominees receive access to lifelong leadership and career resources and may be eligible for scholarships of up to $5,000. Positive Athlete also reports that 97% of nominees feel more confident and inspired after being recognized.
	Positive Athlete has received a NATA Presidential Letter of Support, and the organizations continue a national strategic alliance that includes recognizing student-athletes who demonstrate resilience following injury and supporting student-athlete health and well-being.
	The connection to athletic training is particularly meaningful: Positive Athlete reports that health and medical careers are the No. 1 career field of interest among its nominees, by nearly a two-to-one margin.
	Through the Positive Athlete App, nominees can also access resources introducing them to careers in athletic training. For an AT, a nomination can therefore do more than recognize character, it can reinforce resilience, encourage positive leadership, and potentially introduce a student to our profession.
	Positive Athlete also recognizes the adults who create positive environments for young people, with special categories for athletic trainers, coaches, and athletic directors. RMATA athletic trainers have already been among those honored. Matt Oakes of Telluride High School in Colorado and Peter Dillon Alam of Capital High School in New Mexico have both received Positive Athlete recognition.
	Their recognition reflects qualities ATs demonstrate throughout our district every day: service, empathy, resilience, advocacy, and a commitment to helping young people thrive.
	Think about the student-athletes who walk through your athletic training facility each day. Perhaps one persevered through a difficult rehabilitation, continued supporting teammates after an injury, overcame significant adversity, or simply makes the people around them better. The RMATA encourages athletic trainers throughout Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming to help identify and celebrate the remarkable student-athletes and colleagues within our communities.
	Make an Impact: NATA Volunteer Opportunities


	Make an Impact: Volunteer with the NATA Foundation
	The NATA Research & Education Foundation Has an Open Call for Volunteers
	Looking for an opportunity to give back to the profession and connect with colleagues beyond District 7? The NATA Research & Education Foundation is seeking volunteers for its 2027 committees, and RMATA members are encouraged to consider getting involved.
	Volunteers play an essential role in advancing the Foundation’s research, education, and professional development programs. The Foundation is seeking individuals from a variety of backgrounds, experiences, and career stages who can bring new perspectives and expertise to its work.  The 2027 Committee Open Call runs through November 15, with opportunities ranging from committee member to chair positions.
	Questions about volunteer opportunities can be directed to fndnstaff@nata.org.
	District 7 State Ambassadors
	AZ   Michelle Gonzalez
	Tamara Valovich McLeod
	CO  Tonya Freeze
	NM  VACANT - APPLY TODAY
	UT   Patty Fahringer
	WY   Jenna Walker
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	Thank You Platinum Sponsors
	Volunteer Spotlight:
	This quarter, RMATA is proud to spotlight Jose Sandoval De Leon, who has served for the past two years as Colorado’s Early Professional Representative on the RMATA Emerging and Early Professionals (EEP) Committee. During that same period, Jose expanded his professional service by joining the Colorado Athletic Trainers’ Association Board of Directors as an advisory member.
	Jose joined the U.S. Air Force Academy athletic training staff in 2024, where he primarily works with football. His previous experiences include working with football at UNLV and completing NFL internships with the Denver Broncos and Jacksonville Jaguars. A graduate of the University of Oregon, Jose earned his Master of Athletic Training from the University of Utah in 2022.
	For Jose, volunteering is an opportunity to return the support he received early in his own career:
	“I enjoy volunteering to help pave a way for those up and coming. Someone had to take a chance and mentor me to get where I am now, and I want to continue that. I take pride in giving back. Plus, you never know the connections or doors that open from volunteering. My perspective on what I get to do every day is unique, and I enjoy sharing that.”
	Jose sums up his approach to professional service with a favorite quote from Muhammad Ali: “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth”.
	Thank you, Jose, for investing your time and experience in the future of athletic training and District 7!
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	The RMATA Educator’s Roundtable
	Share Your News with RMATA!
	The RMATA Educators Roundtable is a longstanding initiative designed to bring athletic training educators together to connect, collaborate, and discuss issues affecting education across District 7.
	Traditionally, the group has gathered in conjunction with the RMATA Annual Clinical Symposium, providing an informal forum for educators to share ideas, challenges, and successful practices.
	In recent years, Glenn Edgerton, EdD, LAT, ATC, has helped expand the Roundtable by coordinating regular virtual meetings throughout the year. The agenda is intentionally driven by the participants, allowing conversations to focus on the topics and challenges most relevant to the group.
	All RMATA members are welcome to participate, whether you are a full-time educator, preceptor, clinical educator, or simply interested in athletic training education.
	The next Educators Roundtable will be held October 23, 2026, from 12:00–1:00 p.m. Arizona time. If you would like to join the conversation, please use this Teams link.
	Bring a question, share an idea, or simply join us to connect with fellow educators from across District 7.
	Great things are happening throughout District 7, and we want to help tell your story! RMATA members are encouraged to share professional accomplishments, awards, innovative programs, community outreach, research, career milestones, or anything else newsworthy.
	Your story could be featured in the RMATA quarterly newsletter, highlighted through RMATA social media, or considered for submission to NATA News.
	Whether it is your own accomplishment or the great work of a colleague, help us showcase the people and programs advancing athletic training across Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming.
	Have something to share? Send your news, photos, and accomplishments to your respective State Public Relations Chair or directly to RMATA Public Relations Committee Chairwoman Ashley Sillick at pr@rmata.org
	If it’s worth celebrating, we want to hear about itand help share it!
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	RMATA Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award Renamed in Honor of
	Tim “Doc” Acklin
	For nearly five decades, Doc was a pillar of the athletic training community in New Mexico and throughout the Rocky Mountain region. His career was defined not only by the countless student-athletes he cared for, but also by the generations of athletic trainers and healthcare professionals he educated, mentored, and inspired. To his students, colleagues, coaches, and administrators, he was simply “Doc”, a trusted healthcare professional, compassionate healer, mentor, and, for many, a father figure.
	After completing a degree from the University of New Mexico, under the direction of L.F. “Tow” Diehm in 1982, Doc joined Mayfield High School in 1985, where he served as Head Athletic Trainer and a science instructor through the 2011–2012 school year. He also played an important role in the development of the New Mexico State University Athletic Training Education Program, serving as one of its earliest clinical instructors.
	Doc’s commitment to professional service was equally extraordinary. He served on the NMATA Board of Directors for all but two years of the association’s existence, holding numerous leadership positions, including Southern Representative, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice President, and President. His contributions to athletic training were recognized with induction into both the NMATA Hall of Fame and RMATA Hall of Fame in 2013.
	It is fitting that an award recognizing sustained and impactful professional service now bears his name.
	The Tim “Doc” Acklin Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award recognizes an RMATA member with a long history of meaningful service whose efforts at the state, district, regional, or national level have advanced the RMATA, its members, and the athletic training profession. Nominees must have been RMATA members for at least 15 years and demonstrate a significant record of service, leadership, advocacy, scholarship, volunteerism, or other unique contributions.
	Through this award, Doc’s legacy will continue to be reflected in the athletic trainers who, like him, choose to give their time, expertise, and leadership in service to others and to the profession.
	Nominations for the Tim “Doc” Acklin Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award are due January 15 each year.
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	REGISTER HERE
	Dan Libera
	L.F. “Tow” Diehm


	RMATA Scholarships
	Earlene Durant
	William Lyons
	Susan K. Hillman
	Each year, the RMATA has the opportunity to invest directly in the future of our profession by recognizing deserving students through our RMATA scholarship program.
	These scholarships do more than provide financial support. Each honors an athletic trainer whose career helped shape athletic training education, professional service, and the growth of our profession throughout District 7. The Dan Libera, Earlene Durrant Doctorate, L.F. “Tow” Diehm, William Lyons, and Susan K. Hillman Scholarships carry forward the legacies of individuals who made lasting contributions to athletic training in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, and beyond.
	As an RMATA member, you likely know a student or colleague deserving of this recognition. Faculty, preceptors, supervisors, and fellow ATs are encouraged to identify qualified individuals and personally encourage them to apply. Sometimes that simple encouragement from a mentor or colleague is what prompts an outstanding candidate to put their name forward.
	Applications are due December 31, so now is a great time to reach out to a deserving student or colleague.
	Help RMATA recognize excellence, support the next generation of athletic trainers, and continue the legacies of those who helped build our profession.  Please click on the links to the left to learn more about our pioneering ATs!
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	The RMATA Synergy Award
	Celebrating Collaboration in Secondary School Athletic Training
	Great athletic health care rarely happens in isolation. It is built through relationships, athletic trainers working alongside physicians, nurses, administrators, physical therapists, strength and conditioning professionals, and others to create an environment where student-athletes receive exceptional care.
	The RMATA Synergy Award recognizes a secondary school athletic trainer who exemplifies that collaborative spirit. Synergy is the increased effectiveness that results when people work together, and this award celebrates an AT who has developed meaningful professional partnerships to improve athlete care and advance athletic training within their community.
	Examples of this collaboration may include facility enhancements, improved emergency protocols, promotion of the athletic training profession, development of internship programs, or other initiatives demonstrating what can be accomplished when professionals combine their expertise and resources.
	Consider the secondary school athletic trainers in your community who consistently bring people together. The ideal nominee is someone whose influence extends beyond the athletic training facility and who has built lasting relationships that improve the health and safety of their students.
	Eligible nominees must be RMATA and state association members, have a current NPI number, be in good standing with the BOC and applicable state regulatory board, and have worked at least five academic years within the institution or school district where their collaborative efforts are demonstrated. Individuals may not self-nominate.
	Collaboration with the nominee is encouraged to ensure the application fully captures their accomplishments. The Synergy has been awarded twice since its inception. Lisa Walker was the innagural Synergy Award winner in 2017 and Aaron Stem in 2018.
	Pleas contact RMATA Secondary Schools Committee Chair Jenny Van Meter with any Questions at: secondaryschools@rmata.org
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	News From Arizona
	AZATA Welcomes Three New Board Members
	The Arizona Athletic Trainers’ Association (AZATA) recently welcomed three newly elected members to its Board of Directors. John Valencia will serve as Vice President, Megan Mulready as Secretary, and Johannah Elliot as Member at Large. These individuals bring their perspectives, experience, and commitment to advancing the athletic training profession throughout Arizona. Congratulations to each of these new leaders, and thank you for your willingness to serve!

	AZATA Prepares to Celebrate 50 Years!
	A major milestone is on the horizon as AZATA prepares to celebrate its 50th anniversary and Annual Symposium, scheduled for January 29–31, 2027. This landmark event will provide an opportunity to reflect on five decades of professional growth, advocacy, education, and service to Arizona's athletic training community. Plans are underway to make this anniversary symposium a memorable celebration of the individuals and accomplishments that have shaped AZATA's history. Stay tuned for additional details as this exciting event approaches!

	AZATA Promotes Heat Illness Prevention Through Public Service Announcements
	Recognizing the unique challenges of athletic participation in Arizona's extreme heat, AZATA recently developed and released a series of public service announcements highlighting the essential role athletic trainers play in preventing, recognizing, and managing exertional heat illness. These educational messages emphasize the importance of having qualified athletic trainers involved in athlete health and safety while raising public awareness of the profession's expertise. This initiative represents an excellent example of proactive advocacy and public education that reinforces the value of athletic trainers throughout Arizona.
	From welcoming new leadership to celebrating 50 years of professional service and championing athlete safety, exciting things are happening across Arizona! Congratulations to AZATA and its members for their continued commitment to advancing the profession and protecting the health and well-being of physically active individuals throughout the Grand Canyon State!
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	News From Colorado
	CATA Secondary School Podcast Offers Free CEUs
	Looking for an easy way to continue learning while earning CEUs? The CATA Secondary School Committee's podcast offers free continuing education through select episodes. The podcast features conversations and topics relevant to athletic trainers working in the secondary school setting and beyond. Check out the available episodes on Spotify and take advantage of this member resource.

	Dillon Hyland Appointed CATA Treasurer
	Dillon Hyland, Associate Professor at the University of Northern Colorado, has been appointed to serve as Treasurer of the Colorado Athletic Trainers’ Association. Hyland succeeds Julia Villani in the role. CATA extends its appreciation to Julia for her service and contributions to the association and welcomes Dillon to his new leadership position.

	Save the Date: 2027 CATA Annual Clinical Symposium
	Mark your calendars! The 2027 CATA Annual Clinical Symposium is scheduled for April 17–18, 2027, at Colorado Mesa University in Grand Junction. Additional information regarding programming, registration, and other symposium activities will be shared as the event approaches.

	Jenn Roberts-Uhlig Receives CATA President’s Award
	CHSAA Associate Commissioner Jenn Roberts-Uhlig was recently honored with the 2026 CATA President’s Award in recognition of her unwavering support, advocacy, and appreciation for the athletic training profession. Jenn has been an important partner in advancing student-athlete health and safety and strengthening collaboration between CHSAA and Colorado athletic trainers. Congratulations to Jenn on this well-deserved recognition!

	CATA Socials Coming Across Colorado
	CATA is creating more opportunities for members to connect beyond meetings and educational events. Be on the lookout for upcoming CATA socials across the state, providing athletic trainers an opportunity to reconnect with colleagues, meet other professionals in their region, and strengthen the Colorado athletic training community.
	From new leadership and professional recognition to continuing education, upcoming events, and opportunities to connect, there is plenty happening across Colorado. Congratulations to our members and partners, and thank you to everyone working to advance athletic training throughout the Centennial State!
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	News From New Mexico
	NMATA Vice President Supports Team USA Diving
	NMATA Vice President Dr. Kevin Schroeder, faculty member and Coordinator of Clinical Education for the Athletic Training Program, recently supported Team USA Diving at the 2026 AQUA Junior World Diving Championships in Rijeka, Croatia. AQUA-sanctioned international competitions are an important part of the athlete development pathway, providing emerging elite divers with valuable international experience as they pursue opportunities to qualify for future World Championships and Olympic teams. Dr. Schroeder’s involvement is a great example of New Mexico athletic trainers contributing their expertise on the international stage.

	Yvette Pomponi Receives NMATA’s Highest Recognition
	Late this summer, Yvette Pomponi was honored with the NMATA Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award. The award recognizes outstanding professional achievement and service to athletic training. Congratulations to Yvette on this well-deserved recognition and her contributions to the profession in New Mexico.

	NATA Highlights Joe Mora During National Hispanic Heritage Month
	New Mexico athletic trainer Joe Mora was recently featured by the National Athletic Trainers’ Association as part of its celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month. In the NATA feature, Opening Doors for the Next Generation, Mora’s story highlights professional leadership, representation, and the importance of creating opportunities for future generations of athletic trainers. His recognition provides another example of the significant contributions New Mexico athletic trainers are making to the profession nationally.
	From international competition to legislative advocacy, continuing education, and professional recognition, there is plenty to celebrate across New Mexico. Congratulations to these NMATA members, and thank you to everyone working to advance athletic training throughout the Land of Enchantment!!
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	News From Utah
	Utah Athletic Trainers Recognized as HOSA Heroes
	HOSA recently recognized Utah athletic trainers Ryan Eyring and Krista Taylor as HOSA Heroes, honoring individuals whose actions exemplify courage, compassion, and a commitment to serving others. This recognition highlights the meaningful impact athletic trainers have on the health, safety, and well-being of those they serve. Congratulations to Ryan and Krista on this well-deserved recognition!

	Wasatch High School Athletic Trainers Demonstrate Emergency Preparedness
	During a recent high school football game, Wasatch High School Head Athletic Trainer Nate Matis successfully evaluated and managed a student-athlete who sustained lumbar vertebral fractures. Matis, assisted by BYU athletic training student Mia Harper, promptly activated the school's Emergency Action Plan (EAP), ensuring the student-athlete received appropriate emergency care. Their coordinated response underscores the importance of emergency preparedness, clinical decision-making, and the critical role athletic trainers play in protecting student-athletes.

	Save the Date: 2026 UATA Annual Clinical Symposium
	Mark your calendars! The 2026 Utah Athletic Trainers' Association Annual Clinical Symposium is scheduled for December 5, 2026, at Brigham Young University. This annual event provides an excellent opportunity for athletic trainers to engage in professional development, connect with colleagues, and strengthen the athletic training community across Utah. Additional details regarding programming and registration will be shared as the event approaches.
	From professional recognition and exemplary emergency care to upcoming educational opportunities, Utah athletic trainers continue to demonstrate their dedication to the profession and the communities they serve. Congratulations to those recognized, and thank you to all UATA members for their ongoing contributions to athletic training throughout the Beehive State!
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	News From Wyoming
	Paige Phalen Elected WYOATA Vice President
	Congratulations to Paige Phalen on her election as Vice President of the Wyoming Athletic Trainers' Association (WYOATA)! Paige will officially assume her leadership responsibilities on January 1, 2027. WYOATA looks forward to her contributions as the association continues its efforts to support members, advance the profession, and promote athletic training throughout Wyoming.

	WYOATA Launches Website Redesign and Seeks Member Photos
	WYOATA is beginning the process of a complete website redesign to improve communication, highlight member accomplishments, and better showcase the athletic training profession across Wyoming. As part of this effort, the association is seeking action photos of Wyoming athletic trainers working in their respective settings. Members are encouraged to share photos that capture the diverse roles and meaningful contributions of athletic trainers throughout the state. Help WYOATA put the profession on display!

	WYOATA Completes NATA Legislative Boot Camp
	Late this summer, WYOATA completed the National Athletic Trainers' Association's Legislative Boot Camp, an important step toward strengthening the association's advocacy efforts. This educational initiative provides state leaders with resources and strategies to navigate the legislative process, build relationships with policymakers, and advocate effectively for the athletic training profession. WYOATA's participation reflects its commitment to advancing professional recognition and supporting the interests of athletic trainers throughout Wyoming.
	From welcoming new leadership and strengthening legislative advocacy to improving member engagement and visibility, WYOATA continues to build momentum. Congratulations to Paige, and thank you to Wyoming's athletic trainers and association volunteers for their dedication to advancing the profession throughout the Cowboy State!
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	There are two great ways to make a difference beyond your daily practice! The NATA PAC supports political advocacy efforts that help ensure athletic trainers have a voice in decisions affecting our profession. The NATA Research & Education Foundation advances athletic training through research, scholarships, and educational opportunities.
	Both organizations play important, complementary roles in strengthening athletic training. Consider making a contribution to BOTH and help shape the future of our profession!


